THE UNIVERSITIES AND THE EUROPEAN MIND

medieval to describe everything which is crude, brutal, and
beastly is to display a most provincial ignorance.

3. The Instruments of Authorship
The history of human thought is the history of human life.
What a man thinks is the most significant and influential
thing about him, and in that sense every work of history
forms one section of the whole colossal History of Human
Thought. It is not difficult to trace the influence of the twelfth-
century renaissance upon the developing forms of the social
organism, or upon the w^ork of the Church in presenting the
challenge of Christ to the world. It is much more difficult to
work out a thing so impalpable as the effect of the passion to
be educated upon the moving current of European thought.
Yet this is what is really significant and influential. There are,
however, two stories which may be told, which, though they
do not cover all the ground, at least provide the outlines of a
map which will help us to trace our way through a very
tangled piece of country. They are the stories of authorship
and of heresy.
Thought achieves significance in speech or writing. The
spoken thought becomes slowly, and the written thought
swifdy effective. But before the written thought can become
really effective there must be the means of circulating it, and a
comparatively swift and vast circulation was made possible to
authors first in the twelfth century, and as a result of the need
of schools and universities to provide an adequate supply of the
texts studied. This was naturally a great step forward in the
history of thought, for it encouraged the art of authorship by
enormously increasing the possible area of circulation. It is safe
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